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EU POLICY

Community Research for the Period 2002-2006

New guidelines to help European research perform better internationally were launched on 4 October by Research Commissioner Philippe Busquin. These include focusing on areas where EU-level action adds most value compared with national action; closer partnership with Member States, research institutes and companies; and greater efficiency by channelling resources to bigger projects of longer duration. The Communication's proposals include support for the mutual opening-up of national programmes, the creation of European networks of excellence, and measures to strengthen the social dimension of science. 

Busquin said the guidelines were the next step in creating a genuine European research area and helped moves towards a knowledge-based society and the greater competitiveness of industry in Europe. These guidelines will also form the basis of the next research framework programme (2002-2006). The EC plans to bring forward its formal proposals on the framework research programme in February 2001.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Commission Press Release IP/00/1117 of 5/10/00 available at

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
Speech by President Prodi Defending Decision-Making Record

In a keynote speech to the European Parliament, the President of the EC Romano Prodi delivered a sturdy defence of the European Union's decision-making record, and of the existing EU mechanisms. Prodi suggested that a drift towards intergovernmentalism risked making Europe less democratic and less efficient, and defended the EC's proven role at reconciling the competing interests of the member states. The EC hopes that the Nice Summit will produce real results, notably an effective and inclusive mechanism for reinforced cooperation and a reduction in the number of issues decided by unanimity. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Commission Press Release SPEECH/00/352 of 3/10/00 available at

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
Commission Seeks to Match Responsibilities with Resources

The Commission has reiterated its determination to match its responsibilities to its resources by rejecting, for the first time, calls from the European Parliament to undertake activities for which the necessary resources are not available. The Commission decided not to accept certain amendments to the European Parliament's ‘Evans report’ on mobility in the EU of students, trainees, youth volunteers, teachers and trainers. The Commission indicated that, whilst it agrees with the purposes of the amendments, the proposals could not be accepted because they call upon the EC to undertake new tasks for which no additional resources have been made available. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Commission Press Release IP/00/1120 of 5/10/00 available at

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
Commission Calls for Action to Stimulate Development of Risk Capital

In a recent Communication to the Council, the EC has argued that more needs to be done to create an environment favourable to establishing and sustaining new and innovative businesses in Europe.  Pedro Solbes (Commissioner for Economic and Monetary Affairs) argues that there is a need for improvements in the European financial markets to promote a culture of entrepreneurship.  Commissioner Frits Bolkestein (Internal Market) considers that this would be facilitated by a timely implementation of the Financial Services Action Plan, preferably by 2005.  Through this Action Plan, Member States are asked to act in three priority areas: (i) easing of quantitative constraints on institutional investment in equity capital, (ii) the softening of bankruptcy laws to allow failed entrepreneurs a second chance and (iii) the development of a fiscal framework more conducive and beneficial to entrepreneurship.

FURTHER INFORMATION:

Available from Commission Press Release IP/00/1180 of 18/10/00 available at

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
Swedes Lead Innovation Index

Sweden leads the first EU Innovation Scoreboard, drawn up together with guidelines to boost performance and take full advantage of the knowledge society. The Scoreboard aims to help benchmark and build on best practice in other Member States, using indicators from four areas: human resources; knowledge creation; transmission and application of knowledge; and innovation finance, output and markets. Sweden has above-average figures for 12 of the 16 indicators, and is followed by Finland (8), Denmark and Germany (both 7). The UK (5) emerges with strengths in jobs in high-tech services, innovation cooperation by small and medium-sized businesses, venture capital, Internet use, and the market for information and communication technology. It is rated weaker in the capitalisation of new markets and expenditure on research and innovation. The Communication also includes recommendations that Member States tackle obstacles in red tape, create a favourable environment for start-ups, and help training in areas such as entrepreneurship and innovation management. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

http://www.cordis.lu/innovation-smes/communication2000/home.html 

Commission Press Release IP/00/1035 of 21/9/00 available at

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
Software Patents 

The EC has launched a consultation via the Internet on the patentability of computer-implemented inventions. The absence of harmonised legislation in the EU may be a potential barrier to industrial growth, competitiveness and the development of the Internal Market. Comments from interested parties, the public at large and Member States have been invited until 15 December 2000 on the basis of a consultation paper prepared by the EC's services. Considerable debate has taken place in Europe recently about the patentability of computer software. Some consider that patents in this field tend to stimulate innovation in this sector by providing adequate protection of the substantial amounts of money and resources that can be required to develop sophisticated and specific software. Others believe that patents will on the contrary stifle fair competition and hinder innovation. The aim of the consultation is to help the EC to identify the best approach to the issue so as to strike the right balance between promoting innovation and ensuring adequate competition in the market place. 

Commission Press Release IP/00/1187 of 19/10/00 available at

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
The consultation document is available at: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/en/intprop/indprop/index.htm 

DVD Patent Licensing Scheme Approved 

A DVD patent licensing scheme has been approved by the EC. The pooling arrangements should facilitate the licensing of DVD technology. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Commission Press Release IP/00/1135 of 5/10/00 available at

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
Telecommunications Council

A proposal to open local telephone networks to competition from 1 January 2001 - offering the prospect of cheaper high-speed Internet access and a wider range of telecom services - was endorsed by the European Council. This move to 'unbundle the local loop' (i.e., open up access to the wires to subscribers' homes), is expected to strengthen competition in the sector and speed up the delivery of new technologies. The proposal, which was a priority of the eEurope Action Plan agreed at a summit in June, will now be considered by the European Parliament. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Council - Telecommunications. Press 348 of 3/10/00 available at

 http://ue.eu.int/newsroom/main.cfm?LANG=1 
Bid for ‘.eu’ Domain

Dot-EU (‘.eu’) domain names should be managed by a specially created, not-for-profit organisation in order to avoid accusations of hypocrisy, according to a proposal released by EC advisors. The proposal aims to guide the EC in the development of a brand new registry for the ‘.eu’ top-level domain. The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (Icann) gave the ‘.eu’ domain its blessing in principle - but the EC still has to win its bid to manage the domain. To avoid the problems that have emerged with the dot-com domain, the report suggests creating a range of second tier domains like ‘culture.eu’ and ‘sports.eu’, or restricting domains only to trademark holders.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Details of the proposals can be found at www.ec-pop.org.

EC presses for dot-eu domain by the end of 2000 www.silicon.com/a36896.

European Parliament Temporary Committee on Human Genetics

The Conference of Presidents of the EP political groups accepted the creation of a temporary, 36-member committee on ‘human genetics and other new technologies in modern medicine’. The committee, expected to work for one year, would begin its work in January 2001. It would be entrusted with drawing up an inventory of all the new and potential developments in human genetics and their uses; examine the ethical, legal, economic and social problems posed by such new developments and their use; and examine and recommend to what extent the public interest requires that other restrictions be imposed on such developments and uses. The mandate must be formally approved by the EP Plenary.

FURTHER INFORMATION: None available

Bioethics - Prodi Wants to Reinforce Status of European Ethics Group

During a meeting of the European Ethics Group (EEG), President Romano Prodi underlined the importance of ethics for science and technology in the context of the construction of a democratic Europe. Mr Prodi announced his intention to strengthen the EEG's status while preserving its independence; its multi-disciplined nature and its working methods open to all the parts of European society. The methods for this strengthening will be specified during the renewal of the EEG mandate, which expires at the end of the year.

The EC President also raised the issue of patents on biotechnological inventions and the way in which it illustrates the tensions between the aspirations of citizens and the market's requirements. In the extension of the opinion that the EEG must hand in next 14 November regarding research on human stem cells, he called on the group to prepare an additional opinion on all the ethical issues linked to the conditions for the patenting of inventions which deal with stem cells. He hopes that this opinion would be ready before the end of 2000.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

European Ethics Group on Science and New technologies:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/secretariat_general/sgc/ethics/en/gee_en.htm
Guidance on Risk Assessment of Genetically-Modified Micro-Organisms

According to provisions set out in the existing European legislation on the use of genetically-modified micro-organisms (GMMs), users are required to carry out an assessment of the risks using an EU-wide set of principles. The EC has now adopted the guidance notes (Decision C/2000/2736) laying down the assessment procedures to be followed and the full risk assessment criteria for the implementation of these principles. They include identifying potential harmful properties (hazards) of the GMM; environmental criteria (ecosystem, expected survivability, etc.); initial classification of the GMM; assessment of the possibility of harmful effects occurring; determination of final classification and containment measures.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Commission Decision 2000/608/EC
http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/dat/2000/l_258/l_25820001012en00430048.pdf
Directive 98/81/EC on the contained use of genetically modified micro-organisms
http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/lif/dat/1998/en_398L0081.html
People with Disabilities' Right to Full European Citizenship

At a conference organised by the European Disability Forum, Anna Diamantopoulou, Commissioner for Employment and Social Affairs stressed the right of people with disabilities to contribute fully and equally to European society and underlined the importance of education, training and employment as essential tools for shaping an inclusive Europe. 

Diamantopoulou pointed to the financial support, which will soon be made available from the EU budget in order to promote access of people with disabilities to work, including the European Social Fund and the new EQUAL initiative. The Commissioner also announced that the EC intends to propose to the European Council that 2003 be declared European Year of Disabled Citizens. 

FURTHER INFORMATION:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/soc-prot/disable/news/disability_en.htm
Anti-Personnel Mines 

The EP's Committee on Foreign Affairs has adopted a report by Emma Bonino on action against anti-personnel landmines, stressing the need to destroy existing stocks and intensify scientific research in order to use techniques allowing for better mine detection. MEPs are calling for a budgetary line of 200 million Euro for the period 2000-2006 earmarked for de-mining.

FURTHER INFORMATION:

Source: Agence Europe, 19/10/00.

Related article: Commission Press Release IP/00/1042 of 21/9/00 available at http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
RESEARCH NEWS

Internet Chat with Commissioner Busquin

The EC is offering an opportunity to participate in an Internet discussion with Research Commissioner Philippe Busquin on the subject of genetics and the future of Europe.  The discussion will take place between 17.30 and 19.30 (UK time) on 7 November.  Questions can be written in any of the eleven official languages of the EU and should be as short as possible, 256 characters maximum and may be sent in advance to chat-busquin AT cec.eu.int.  Questions received in advance will be answered during the discussion session.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/chat/busquin1/index_en.htm
European Action Plan on TSE Research 

Researchers representing 150 laboratories involved in 54 EU-funded research projects on transmissible spongiform encephalopathy (TSE) diseases, met to review the results of the European Action Plan. Fifty million Euro has been mobilised to promote understanding, detecting and combating TSEs including Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) in humans and BSE in cows. The meeting also helped to identify future directions for research and emphasised the need for further funding.

Encouraging results were presented on European-wide surveillance systems for disease in both humans and animals, the nature of the infectious agents and the reduction of risks in the food chain. Research efforts are being pursued in the Fifth Framework Programme where all aspects foreseen in the Action Plan are included in the Quality of Life programme. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

DG Research press release of 2/10/00

Mr Stéphane Hogan, Research DG

Tel +32 2 296 2965, fax +32 2 299 1860

email stephane.hogan AT cec.eu.int
Cracking the Workings of Proteins

With the assistance of the EC's Biotechnology programme, the world's first ultra high field wide bore spectrometer for biological research has been inaugurated in Leiden (the Netherlands). The spectrometer will provide scientists with new insights into the biological interactions that control sight, taste, smell and many internal processes central to diseases ranging from depression to arthritis. This will be possible due to the detailed information about how hormones or drugs bind to their (protein) membrane receptor targets in the membrane, which will make rational drug design possible.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Cordis press release 15564 of 2/10/2000 available at

http://dbs.cordis.lu/news/en/home.html, or contact 

Mr Stephane Hogan, email stephane.hogan AT cec.eu.int, 

http://www.cordis.lu/life
New Way to Survive Liver Disease

Patients waiting for liver transplants could be given a greater chance of survival by a new 'bioreactor machine', which has been developed and is now being tested by a European research team. The 'modular endocorporeal liver system' (MELS) is designed to help patients with acute liver failure get through their wait for an organ transplant. In concept, it is similar to a kidney dialysis machine and its key component is an innovative 'bioreactor'. 

Four research centres in Germany, France, Spain and the UK are involved in the work, which the EC has funded since 1998. Each country has treated different groups of patients to test the bioreactor's efficacy and every case (11 patients have been treated so far) has proved successful. Ten patients had acute liver failure and one had chronic liver failure. All the patients survived. The bioreactor seems attractive in terms of cost: a liver transplant with life-long treatment costs about 500,000 Euro, whereas a bioreactor costs around 2,500 Euro. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: Cordis News No. 15666 of 23/10/2000 available from http://dbs.cordis.lu/EN_NEWSl_search.html
GÉANT project - Trans-European Internet Research Network

The EC has agreed to an 80 million Euro contract with the European GÉANT Consortium, to put in place a 2,5Gbit/s trans-European Internet backbone for research purposes. With GÉANT having already launched its tendering process to procure the necessary capacity and points of presence in 30 countries, all is now in place for network operations to begin early in 2001. Additional moves to extend these high-speed links from Europe to the research backbones of the USA and Asian regions are foreseen at later stages of the project. 

In Europe, state of the art Internet connections amongst leading centres of research (including those of the accession countries) are seen as a pre-requisite for increased scientific collaboration and as such, are considered to be an essential foundation for the creation of a European Research Area. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Commission Press Release IP/00/1118 of 5/10/00 available at

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
Belgian Algorithm Becomes New American Encryption Standard 

An algorithm developed by two Belgian researchers, Dr. Joan Daemen and Dr. Vincent Rijmen, has been selected by the American National Institute for Standardisation and Technology (NIST) as the basis for a new standard for the protection of sensitive electronic information. The choice was made in a competition involving cryptographers from all over the world, the algorithms evaluated for more than 2 years with respect to security, performance, and suitability for different applications. 

The strong points of ‘Rijndael’, the winning entrance, are a simple and elegant design, efficient and fast on modern processors, but also compact in hardware and on smartcards. These features make Rijndael suitable for a broad range of applications. An important condition to enter the AES competition was that the designers gave up all intellectual property claims on their algorithm. Rijndael is freely available for everybody, and will continue to be so in the future.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

http://www.esat.kuleuven.ac.be/cosic/
EU-ESA Task Force on Space 

The EC and the European Space Agency are to set up a joint task force to discuss Europe's position in the space industry. In a recent report on ‘Europe and space: turning to a new chapter’, the Commission and the ESA, which includes most EU countries plus Switzerland and Norway, set out the areas Europe needed to address to improve its position in space.

According to this report, Europe requires independent and affordable access to space, to improve scientific knowledge and ensure that best use is made of space-based tools for markets and society. The task force is expected to report on its findings by the end of next year.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Commission Press Release IP/00/1069 of 27/09/00 available at

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
‘Europe and Space’ Report available at

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/com/pdf/2000/com2000_0597en02.pdf
New Advisory Group for Aeronautics

Philippe Busquin, the Commissioner for Research has set up a new special advisory panel for the aeronautics sector.  The 14-strong group will be tasked with developing a vision for the European aeronautics and air transport sector up to 2020 and beyond and to recommend how to achieve it.  The group met for the first time on 10 October and are now developing a report that will be presented at the Commission’s ‘Aerodays’ conference in January 2001.

FURTHER INFORMATION:

Available from CORDIS News No. 15628 of 16/10/2000

Greater Safety for Fire-fighters

Realising the need for different types of head protection for fire-fighters in different situations, a consortium involving partners from the UK, France, Germany and the Netherlands have developed a new state-of-the-art helmet, which will enable fire-fighters do their job more effectively and with maximum protection.

The helmet's modular design means that it can be adapted to meet the demands of forestry, rescue and technical work, chemical hazards and structural fire-fighting in buildings. The helmet was first unveiled at the prestigious 'Interschutz' exhibition in Augsburg, Germany and will go into commercial production shortly. The project partners expect the helmet to be a real commercial success with Europe's four million fire-fighters. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Robert-Jan Smits, Head of Unit, SMEs and Innovation, Research DG

Fax +32 2 296 3296 

Stephen Gosden, Press and Information Officer, Research DG.

Fax +32 2 2958 220, email Stephen.Gosden AT cec.eu.int 

Driving for the 100km/Litre Car

A car able to travel 100km on one litre of diesel should result from a 5.2 million Euro EU-backed research project. Lightweight materials are the key to fuel-efficient vehicles and form the focus of the work - low-cost carbon composites in this case. The project runs until 2004, by which time an ultra-lightweight prototype car should be ready for production. The materials should reduce the vehicle's weight by 40%, with accompanying improvements in fuel economy and emissions. A 70% reduction in the number of parts in the car - from the usual 200 plus - should keep down production costs, too. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Commission Press Release IP/00/1060 of 26/9/00 available at

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
Commission Gives LINK the Green Light

The EC has given the all-clear to a further five-year (to fiscal year 2004/2005) refinancing of the LINK collaborative research scheme in the United Kingdom. The scheme aims at stimulating R&D collaboration between research centres and industry. It provides for support, through grants, to industrial research projects in key areas of science, technology and engineering with aid up to 50%. Each supported project has to include at least one research centre and one industrial company. The scheme complies with the provisions of the Community Framework for State Aid for Research and Development.

FURTHER INFORMATION:

Commission Press Release IP/00/1178 of 18/10/00 available at

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
EDUCATION, TRAINING AND CULTURE
European Capital of Culture 2008

The original European City of Culture Programme began in 1985 and was viewed as an opportunity for major European cities to focus on their cultural heritage and on their distinctive cultural identity and vitality. The Programme has now been redesigned and re-titled the ‘European Capital of Culture’.  It will start in 2005 and each EU Member State will in turn be host to the European Capital of Culture.  The UK Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) has now formally launched the competition for the UK’s nomination for the European Capital of Culture in 2008.  Copies of the guidelines and criteria are now available on the DCMS web site.

FURTHER INFORMATION:

http://www.culture.gov.uk/creative/capital.html
European Year of Languages

The European Year of Languages 2001 is intended to celebrate Europe's linguistic diversity and promote language learning and related skills. It is organised by the European Union and the Council of Europe. The European Year of Languages will involve a Europe-wide information campaign. 

The activities and promotional measures envisaged include: 

· A special web site where much more detailed information can be found, along with various interactive language exercises and activities

· Printed material: posters, leaflets, brochures and a 'Guide for language learners'

· Exhibitions and events 

· Open days at language learning institutions 

· European-wide competitions 

· A European language day 

· An adult language learners' week 

· Television, radio and press coverage. 

The EC will also co-finance projects (maximum 50%) initiated at national, regional and local levels. The EC has announced that the next deadline for the European Year of Languages proposals is 15 February 2001.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/education/languages/actions/year2001.html
Council Fail to Reach Decision on Media Plus

The recent Council of European Culture Ministers failed to come to an agreement on the funds to be allocated to the Media Plus Programme (the Programme for the audio-visual sector for the years 2000-2004).  The French Presidency’s aim was to reach an agreement on an overall budget of 400M Euro, the amount proposed by the EC.  In comparison, the EP had advocated a higher budget of 550M Euro.  Twelve Member States were willing to accept the proposed EC budget, however three delegations, Germany, the Netherlands, and the UK were unwilling to accept funding at this level, preferring a budget nearer to that of the current Media II Programme (310M Euro).  Despite these difficulties, the French Presidency envisages that the Programme will be agreed in time to start on the proposed date of 1 January 2001.  

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

For information on the MEDIA Programme, see: http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/dg10/avpolicy/index_en.html
Netd AT ys Europe 2000

The Netd AT ys Initiative aims to promote imaginative and innovative uses of new media, especially the Internet, in the areas of education, training and culture.  The Initiative is funded by the Socrates, Leonardo da Vinci, Youth, Culture2000 and Media Programmes.  This is the fourth year of Netd AT ys.  A total of 150,000 organisations in 35 countries participated last year.  It is now considered to be the world’s leading event in raising awareness of the pedagogical benefits of the new media.  Netd AT ys 2000 will take place between 20 and 27 November.  Thirty-six projects have been selected for the year 2000, with EC funding of a total of 750,000 Euro.

FURTHER INFORMATION

http://www.netdays2000.org
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/education/netdays/index.html
EXTERNAL COLLABORATION

EU-Russia Co-operation Agreement

The EP has finally approved the scientific and technological co-operation agreement between the EU and the Russian Federation. This agreement, which aims at increasing research co-operation between both countries, will facilitate the participation of Russian scientists and research institutes in EU Fifth Framework research projects. Although the agreement was finalised in the first half of 1999, the Parliament had hitherto refused to ratify it out of concern for the human rights violations in Chechnya.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

European Parliament Daily Notebook, 3/10/00

http://www.europarl.eu.int/dg3/sdp/journ/en/nj001003_en1.htm#4
Texts adopted by EP

http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/calendar?APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN
click on 3/10/ 00.

Renewal of Co-operation Programmes with Canada and the US

The EC has renewed the co-operation programmes with the US and Canada in the fields of higher education and vocational training.  The new agreements are due to be signed at summits between the EU and US on 18 December and the EU and Canada on 19 December.

The Programmes provide support for consortia, involving at least three partners from each side of the Atlantic to develop and implement projects in fields such as student and teacher exchanges, joint teaching modules and the use of new technologies in education and training.  Since 1995, 700 Institutions in the EU, Canada and the US have been involved in the Programme and 3,000 European students have participated in exchange schemes
.  The budgets for the Programmes with the US and Canada for the period 2001-2005 will be 8.60 and 3.65 million Euro respectively.

FURTHER INFORMATION:

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/education/ec-usa/usa.html
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/education/canada/canada.html
Europe-Asia Scientific Collaboration

At the recent Europe-Asia meeting (ASEM), the EC, together with Heads of State set out their visions for a new ‘Asia-Europe co-operation Framework 2000’.  In the area of scientific research, it was proposed that the Framework should include seven new Initiatives in the area of globalisation and information technology and five under the heading of ‘human resources development/environment/health’.  Leaders at the summit also called for an intensification of activities in areas of research of common interest.  These priority areas range from issues calling for global solutions in issues such as bio-safety, bio-diversity conservation and food safety to the development of e-commerce and information technology and knowledge transfer from research institutes/universities to industry and commerce.  Co-operation in these areas will be enhanced through the promotion of joint research, the exchange of researchers, seminars, training courses and networks of centres of excellence.

The next ASEM will take place in Copenhagen in 2002.

FURTHER INFORMATION:

Cordis press release 15674 of 24/10/2000 available at

http://dbs.cordis.lu/news/en/home.html; further information on ASEM is available at http://www.asemconnect.com.sg
EVENTS and AWARDS

Science and European Governance

A recent conference on ‘Science and Governance in the Knowledge Society’ highlighted the contribution which scientists and researchers can make to the governance of Europe. The conference addressed the need to correct the ‘democratic deficit’ of the EU by increasing public participation in areas of decision-making which involve highly technical and complex scientific issues.

This conference takes place in the context of a forthcoming White Paper on European Governance, which the EC is preparing for the middle of next year. In the concluding remarks to the Conference, Commissioner Busquin identified three main legs to the EU’s research policy: the knowledge-based society, the idea of sustainable growth and the precautionary principle.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Science and Governance Conference: http://www.jrc.es/sci-gov/
Web site on European Governance

http://europa.eu.int/comm/governance/index_en.htm
Commission Press Release IP/00/1146 of 11/10/00 available at

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
IST 2000 Conference, Nice, France - 6-8 November 2000

The Information Society: A chance for everyone? Will it strengthen competitiveness in Europe? What technological challenges are at stake? How can we change the rules to support this process in a sustainable way? These are some of the main themes underlying the IST 2000 event in Nice, which will be on the agenda of the IST 2000 conference sessions and workshops. 

The IST event is organised each year by the EC Information Society Directorate-General, to promote results of its Information Society Technologies (IST) Programme and present main guidelines of the European Union regulatory activities in the ICT (Information & Communication Technologies) field. 

With some 3,500 participants last year in IST 99 Helsinki, the IST event has become a major European event and a window into tomorrow's Europe. As a mark of its importance, IST 2000 will be officially inaugurated by Mr. Schwartzenberg, French Minister for Research and Mr. Liikanen, European Commissioner for Enterprise and the Information Society. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

http://istevent.cec.eu.int/
Registration, http://istevent.cec.eu.int/en/registration.htm
Europe Against Cancer

This year's Europe against Cancer Week focussed public attention on proper eating habits as a means to prevent cancer. There is strong and consistent scientific evidence showing that diets high in vegetables and fruits decrease the risk of many cancers, notably of cancers of mouth, pharynx, oesophagus, lung, and stomach, and probable or possible for other types of cancers.

The Europe against Cancer Week is an annual event, supported by the EC, national health authorities and cancer prevention organisations. The Association of the European Cancer Leagues organised this year's campaign.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

DG Health and Consumer Protection press release of 09/10/2000, at
http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/health_consumer/library/press/press79_en.pdf
Further information on the ‘Europe against Cancer’ week can be found at

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/health/ph/programmes/cancer/index_en.htm
NEW PUBLICATIONS and ON-LINE RESOURCES

Science, Technology and Innovation in the New Economy

The Policy Brief explores the role of science, technology and innovation in the new economy and discusses the role of government in fostering scientific and technological progress for economic growth and greater social well-being.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

http://www.oecd.org/publications/Pol_brief/2000/2000_04.pdf
Learning to Bridge the Digital Divide - OECD publication

'Learning to Bridge the Digital Divide' is a new publication from the OECD’s Centre for Educational Research and Innovation (CERI). It analyses the ‘learning digital divide’ in a number of countries, both developed and developing, and the policies and specific innovations introduced to bridge it.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

http://www.oecd.org/media/publish/pb00-17a.htm
New EU Guidelines to Speed up Euro Preparations

The EC has published new guidelines to help businesses and consumers ensure they are ready for the cash changeover in the euro-zone on 1 January 2002. Its recommendation to EU member states, professional organisations, banks and businesses puts forward 20 proposals which it believes will help speed up preparations for the Euro cash-changeover. These include advice on setting prices in Euro, encouraging the EUR as the currency for all electronic payments, salaries and pensions, concluding public and private sector contracts with long-term duration in EUR, and switching bank accounts. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Copies of the EC Communication and background material for the press are available from the office of G. Thomas, Tel +44 02 29 93442). 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/economy_finance/document/euro/recommendation1000/recommendation1000_en.htm
Re-Launch of Regard - Social Science Research at Your Fingertips

Regard is a free service, which helps you locate and explore social science research funded by the Economic & Social Research Council. Search the Regard database to find the latest information on:

- research projects: including abstracts and links to the projects own 

   web sites where available

- outputs and publications

- research findings reports

Following the recent re-launch new features introduced include:

- accessing the latest research only using project start/end dates 

   and publication dates

-  browsing the database

- login facility to store searches and results of interest

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Regard is freely available at http://www.regard.ac.uk/
For further information please contact:

Alison Parker

Regard

Institute for Learning and Research Technology

University of Bristol

8-10 Berkeley Square, Bristol, BS8 1HH

Tel 0117 928 7194


Fax 0117 928 7112


Email regard AT bristol.ac.uk 

http://www.regard.ac.uk/
2000 Report on the Forest Condition in Europe 

The EC and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE) have published their annual report on the forest condition in Europe with the results of the crown condition assessment and of the intensive monitoring programme in European forests. This report provides important information for policy makers and the public on the situation of European forests. It shows there is no overall improvement of the vitality of the forests and that great regional differences in development of the situation exist. Further reduction of emissions is still needed to guarantee the multiple functions of forests in Europe as a basis for a sustainable forest management. 

FURTHER INFORMATION:

Commission Press Release IP/00/1138 of 10/10/00 available at

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
Key Indicators in the Euro Area

The EC has launched a new web site providing information on the economic development of the countries in the Euro area.  The purpose of the web site is to disseminate key information on the economic and financial variables of the area, to enable interested members of the public to monitor and assess its performance.

FURTHER INFORMATION:

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/economy_finance/document/euro/keyindicators/main_en.htm
Cordis

Cordis is the Community Research and Development Information Service. It is a web based service, which provides information on EU R&D programmes and related issues. Web site: http://www.cordis.lu
EUR-Lex (Official Journal C and L Series)

This web site provides information on European Union Law. It includes electronic copies of the Treaties and recent copies of the Official Journal of the European Communities (OJ). The OJ, published daily in 11 languages, consists of two related series, the L series (Legislation) and the C series (Information, notices and preparatory EU legislation), a supplement and an annex. EUR-Lex provides free access to the C and L series of the Official Journal for a period of 45 days following publication. (The OJ issue with the Euro exchange rates (L 359, 31/12/1998) is permanently available in PDF format in EUR-Lex). 

Web site: EUR-Lex http://www.europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/index.html
Official Journal C & L http://www.europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/oj/index.html
Treaty of Amsterdam http://www.europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/treaties/index.html
Europa

Europa is the European Union's official Server. It contains links to the European Parliament, the European Council, the EC and other EU institutions, and contains information on EU policies listed by subject area. 

Web site: http://www.europa.eu.int/index-en.htm
Rapid

RAPID is a database giving a daily view of the activities of the European Union as presented by the Institutions in their press releases. 

Commission Press Releases are available at: 

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh
GLOSSARY

	COST
	European Cooperation in the field of Scientific and Technical Research is a framework for scientific and technical cooperation, allowing the coordination of national research on a European level. 
http://www.netmaniacs.com/cost/


	'Council'
	'Council' refers to the 'Council of Ministers', the principle decision-making body within the European Union. It has both executive and legislative powers, the latter in some cases exercised jointly with the European Parliament (co-decision procedure). The Council is composed of one representative at ministerial level from each Member State. Which Ministers attend each Council meeting varies according to the subject discussed, e.g. The Minister of Science in the UK attends the Research Council.
http://ue.eu.int/en/summ.htm


	Culture 2000
	First European Community Framework Programme in support of culture, which runs from 2000-2004 (inclusive).

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/culture/index_en.html


	CVCP
	Committee of Vice Chancellors and Principals (UK)

http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/


	EC
	The European Commission - made up of 20 Commissioners nominated by the Member States - both initiates proposals for EU legislation and executes EU policies and actions.
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/index_en.htm


	EESD
	Energy, Environment and Sustainable Development (FP5)

http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/


	eEurope
	eEurope

A political initiative of the EC to allow Europe to benefit fully from the Information Society.

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/information_society/eeurope/documentation/index_en.htm


	EP
	The European Parliament - which is made up of elected representatives (MEPs) from all the Member States. It shares decision-making power with the Council in a number of areas including research and education.
http://www.europarl.eu.int/sg/tree/en/default.htm


	ERA
	European Research Area. On 18 January 2000, the EC issued a Communication entitled ‘Towards a European Research Area’ which proposed ways in which research in Europe could be more effectively organised and coordinated.

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/research/area.html


	ESC
	European Economic and Social Committee is a consultative body made up of representatives of Europe's employers' organisations, trade unions, farmers, consumer groups and professional associations.

http://www.ces.eu.int/
Press Releases: http://www.ces.eu.int/en/acs/fr_acs_press_rels.htm


	ESF
	European Science Foundation.

http://www.esf.org/


	ESF
	The European Social Fund

http://europa.eu.int/comm/dg05/esf/en/index.htm


	Eureka
	Eureka is a Europe-wide network for Industrial Research and Development.

http://www3.eureka.be/Home/


	FP (FP5, FP6)
	The EU's Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development. The Fifth Framework Programme (FP5) was adopted in 1998 and will run until 2002, when the next framework programme (FP6) is expected to supersede it.

FP5 is composed of four thematic programmes (see QoL, IST, Growth, EESD) and three horizontal programmes (see INCO II, Innovation and SMEs, and IHP).

http://www.cordis.lu/fp5


	Green Paper
	Green Papers are communications published by the European Commission on a specific policy area. Primarily they are documents addressed to interested parties who are invited to participate in a process of consultation and debate. In some cases they provide an impetus for subsequent legislation.



	Growth
	Competitive and Sustainable Growth (FP5)
http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/


	IHP
	Improving Human Potential Programme (FP5)

http://www.cordis.lu/improving/home.html


	INCO II
	Confirming the International Role of Community Research (FP5)
http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/


	INDU
	The European Parliament Committee on Industry, External Trade, Research and Energy (FP5)

http://www.europarl.eu.int/committees/en/default.htm


	INNOVATION and SME
	Promoting of Innovation and Encouragement of SME Participation (FP5)

http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/


	INTAS
	International Association for the promotion of cooperation with scientists from the New Independent States of the former Soviet Union.
http://www.intas.be/mainfs.htm


	IST
	Information Society Technologies Programme (FP5)

http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/


	MEDIA
	The MEDIA Plus Programme (2001 - 2005) is to be introduced as a follow-up to the Media II programme which ends in December 2000. The programme aims to strengthen the competitiveness of the European audiovisual industry. 

Http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/dg10/avpolicy/media/index_en.html


	NATO
	North Atlantic Treaty Organisation

http://www.nato.int/


	PHARE
	The Phare Programme is the European Union's instrument for financial and technical cooperation with the countries of central and eastern Europe.
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/phare/index.htm



	QoL
	Quality of Life Programme (FP5)

http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/


	RTD
	Research and Technological Development



	TACIS
	The Tacis Programme aims to forge closer economic and political links with the former republics of the Soviet Union and Mongolia (also known as New Independent States (NIS))

http://europa.eu.int/comm/dg1a/tacis/index.htm


	Treaty of Amsterdam
	The Treaty of Amsterdam was signed in October 1997 and entered into force on 1 May 1999.

http://www.europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/treaties/index.html

	White Paper
	White Papers are documents containing proposals for Community action in a specific area. They often follow a Green Paper. 
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